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R E P O R T. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1885  to  the  Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  the 
eleventh  which  I have  submitted  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  that  body. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  the  past 
year,  was  699.  This  is  a greater  number  than  in  1884,  when  the 
number  was  675.  The  increase  is  found  to  have  occurred  in 
diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing figures — 


1884 

18S5 

Deaths  from 

Whooping  Cough  13 

23 

5) 

Bronchitis  ...  72 

95 

55 

Pneumonia  ...  16 

38 

Total  ...  101 

156 

Prom  these  three  diseases,  which  were  probably  aggravated  by  the 
long  continuance  of  Easterly  winds  during  many  months  of  the 
year,  the  excess  of  deaths  in  1885  over  1884  was  55. 

From  the  other  ordinary  Zymotic  Diseases,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  wras  a diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths. 


1884 

1885 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  

22 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

3 

55 

Measles 

10  .. 

6 

5 5 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

2 

Total. . . 

45 

22 

Cases  of  sickness  from  these  diseases,  reported  to  me  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Union,  and  in  returns  from  the  General 
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Infirmary,  and  the  Children’s  Hospital  show  a similar  diminution 


1884 

1885 

Cases  of  Diarrhoea... 

. 165 

95 

,,  Scarlet  Fever 

31 

16 

,,  Measles  ... 

. 128 

37 

Enteric  Fever 

44  . 

..  20 

Total  . . , 

. 368 

168 

I adopt  the  same  method  for  arriving  at  the  population  of  the 
City,  as  that  which  I have  previously  used. 

Estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1884  ...  39,373 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1885  ...  ...  532 

Forty -three  houses  built  in  1885,  allowing  4 

inhabitants  to  each  house  ...  ...  172 


The  population  of  the  City  on  Dec.  31st,  1886, 
was  probably 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  was  therefore  17T. 

During  the  last  year  important  drainage  and  sewerage  im- 
provements, have  been  carried  out  by  the  Authority,  which  I 
anticipate  will  have  a most  beneficial  influence  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  district.  I have  in  previous  reports  called  at- 
tention to  the  fact,  that  many  house  drains  were  connected  with 
inefficient  sewers  in  the  added  portions  of  the  City.  When  the 
City  system  of  sewers  was  laid  down  these  houses  were  not  con- 
nected with  them.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  work 
has  now  been  accomplished;  and  that  during  the  year  the  drains  of 
1093  houses,  have  been  added  to  the  general  system  of  sewers,  by 
the  Corporation,  under  the  Sewer  Loan  Account. 

There  have  been  other  connections  made  with  the  sewers  during 
the  year,  namely — 

New  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Old  houses,  by  owners  ...  ...  54 

Other  premises,  schools,  workshops,  etc.  6 
Old  houses,  as  above  mentioned  ....  1093 


40,077 


No.  of  connections  with  sewers  in  1885  1196 
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This  is  not  the  only  Sanitary  work,  which  lias  been  carried  out  by 
the  Authority.  The  offensive  smells  from  the  open  ventilators  in 
the  streets,  have  been  frequently  complained  of.  I believe  that  the 
work  which  I have  already  mentioned,  will  materially  check  the 
formation  of  sewer  gas;  but  I look  with  greater  confidence  to  the 
erection  of  ventilating  shafts,  carried  to  a considrable  height,  to 
carry  off  any  offensive  gas  which  may  be  formed  in  the  sewers,  and 
I am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  in  this  report,  that,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  the  Authority,  the  Surveyor  has  during  the  year 
erected  264  shafts.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  72,  so  that 
at  the  present  time  there  are  336  ventilating  shafts  connected 
with  the  City  sewers.  As  these  sewers  are  over  30  miles  in 

fc/ 

length,  I trust  that  this  number  will  be  largely  increased. 

In  my  last  report  I urged  the  importance  of  every  house  having 
the  City  water  supply  laid  on  to  it,  and  also  of  every  closet  being 
provided  with  a flushing  box,  with  a constant  supply  of  water.  I 
then  pointed  out  that  it  was  necessary  not  only  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  house  from  the  entrance  of  noxious  smells,  but  also  for 
the  efficient  carrying  off  from  the  sewers,  of  the  matter  conveyed 
to  them  by  the  house  drains,  that  every  closet  should  be  properly 
flushed,  otherwise  there  is  a constant  tendency  to  accumulation. 
I then  pointed  out  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  owners  of  house 
property  to  carry  out  this  work.  I am  sorry  to  find  that  there 
are  still  many  houses  in  which  this  is  neglected,  and  I trust  that 
the  Authority  will  exercise  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the 
Sanitary  Acts,  by  insisting  on  every  closet  being  so  provided. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  in  the  City — - 

6141  houses  supplied  with  City  water. 

1355  houses  supplied  with  pump  water. 

200  houses  supplied  with  Tysons’  (Hempstead)  water. 

7696  houses  in  Gloucester. 

S' 
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There  are — 

4994  houses  which  had  flushing  boxes  at  the  end  of  1884 

135  ditto  ditto  connected  during  1885 

39  houses  connected  with  the  City  supply  before  1885, 
in  which  flushing  boxes  have  been  fixed  during 

the  year. 

5168  houses  which  are  now  connected  with  City  water, 
and  provided  with  flushing  boxes  to  closets. 

There  are  now  2528  houses  unprovided  with  flushing  boxes, 
of  these — 

973  are  supplied  with  City  water. 

200  are  supplied  with  Lysons’  water.' 

1355  are  supplied  with  pump  water. 

2528 

During  1885  there  have  been  connected  with  the  City  water 
supply — 

49  new  houses,  workshops,  etc. 

86  old  houses. 

135 

There  are  still  many,  but  from  the  above  figures  I may  say  a 
decreasing  number,  of  houses  unconnected  with  the  City  water 
service.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  because,  as  I have  previously 
stated,  there  is  hardly  a pump  in  the  district,  the  water  of  which 
is  unpolluted  by  sewage  matter.  So  many  of  the  preventable 
diseases  are  known  to  be  spread  by  pump  water  drawn  from  con- 
taminated wells,  that  an  average  freedom  from  these  complaints 
will  never  be  reached,  as  long  as  such  water  is  used.  Diarrhoea  is 
largely  caused  and  spread  by  it,  and  it  is  known  to  be  the  princi- 
pal factor  in  the  spread  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Cholera.  The  City 
water  supply  has  been  repeatedly  shown  by  analysis,  to  be  chemi- 
cally very  good.  In  the  first  Annual  Report  which  I had  the 
honour  to  present  to  this  Authority,  I pointed  out  the  necessity 
for  some  filtering  being  used.  Since  that  time,  filtering  screens 
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have  been  erected,  but  occasionally  the  water  is  found  to  be  charged 
with  dirt  suspended  in  it.  I trust  that  the  supply  of  filtering,  in 
some  form,  will  not  be  omitted  by  the  Authority. 

Also  I would  suggest  to  the  owners  of  house  property,  that  as 
they  have  a good  water  service  provided  for  them  by  the  Author- 
ity, which  is  now,  owing  to  the  use  of  the  water  meters,  amply 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  every  house,  it  would  be  not  only  beneficial 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  but  would  also  tend 
to  the  perfect  cleansing  of  the  drains  and  sewers,  if  every  house 
were  connected  with  the  City  service  for  the  supply  of  good  water 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  every  closet  provided  with  a flushing 
box,  which  can  only  be  done  by  having  a constant  supply  from 
the  City  mains.  That  this  flushing  of  the  sewers  through  the 
house  drains  is  a necessity,  is  shown  by  the  fact,  of  which  I am 
assured  by  Mr.  Read,  the  City  Surveyor,  that  in  those  parts  of 
the  District,  where  there  are  many  houses  not  provided  with 
flushing-boxes,  it  is  found  that  the  contents  of  the  sewers  do  not 
run  off  with  as  much  rapidity  as  they  do  in  other  parts,  and  are 
so  solid  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  us'e  more  frequently  a general 
flushing  through  the  sewers.  But  this  does  not  remedy  the  diffi- 
culty as  far  as  the  drains  are  concerned,  as  they  are  not  affected 
by  such  flushing,  and  they  are  much  more  likely  to  get  out  of 
order,  by  being  choked  by  accumulations,  than  if  they  were 
properly  flushed. 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.—  At  the  end  of  January  I 
received  into  the  Hospital  a case  of  Small  Pox,  sent  in  by  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  the  Union.  The  patient  was  discharged  March  2nd 
cured,  and  I heard  of  no  other  case  of  the  disease,  its  spread 
having  been  checked  by  the  prompt  action  of  the  Medical  Atten- 
dant in  sending  it  to  the  Hospital.  On  April  12th  I received  a 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever — a servant  in  the  town  whose  mistress  paid 
for  her  while  she  was  under  treatment  Ten  days  after  her 
arrival,  April  22nd,  I received  a communication  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Falmouth,  in  which  he  informed  me  that  a 
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vessel  had  touched  at  that  port,  having  a sailor  on  board  with 
Small  Pox.  He  was  removed  at  Falmouth  to  a Hospital  for  In- 
fectious Diseases';  the  vessel  was  disinfected,  and  proceeded  on  her 

S' 

voyage  to  Sharpness.  I was  communicated  with,  as  it  was 
probable  that  the  infection  might  have  spread  to  others  of  the 
crew,  in  order  that  I might  be  prepared  to  examine  the  sailors  on 
their  arrival.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  to 
provide  hospital  accommodation  for  such  cases,  and  the  only  Hos- 
pital for  Infectious  Diseases  in  this  Port,  and  Urban  District,  is 
the  one  in  the  Stroud  Road.  In  my  last  report  I pointed  out  the 
reasons  why,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  unsafe  to  receive  cases  of  tw  o 
kinds  of  infectious  disease  such  as  Scarlet  Fever  and  Small  Pox 
into  the  Hospital  at  the  same  time.  I represented  this  difficulty 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  Mr.  Read,  the  City 
Surveyor,  was  directed  to  make  certain  alterations,  the  best  that 
could  be  devised  to  meet  the  emergency  which  I feared  was  then 
at  hand.  Fortunately,  when  the  vessel  arrived  at  Sharpness,  it 
was  found  to  be  a false  alarm.  Capt.  Cal  way,  to  whom  I wrote 
on  hearing  from  Falmouth,  telegraphed  to  me  on  the  arrival  of 
the  vessel,  and  on  proceeding  to  Sharpness,  I found  that  there  was 
no  case  of  infectious  disease  on  board.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  make  the  best  preparation  in  our  power  to  receive  such  a case, 
as  it  would  have  been  compulsory  to  remove  it  from  the  vessel, 
and  to  take  it  in  at  the  Hospital,  in  which  at  the  time  there  was  a 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  But  there  would  have  been  a considerable 
risk,  had  a patient  with  Small  Pox  been  received,  of  spreading 
the  disease  to  the  patient  recovering  with  Scarlet  Fever. 

I have  since  been  placed  in  a similar  difficulty.  On  October 
29tli  I received  into  the  Hospital,  a lad  from  Her  Majesty’s  Gaol ; 
he  came  to  Gloucester  from  Bristol,  and  a few  days  after  his 
arrival  symptoms  of  Small  Pox  appeared.  By  direction  of  the 
Prison  Commissioners,  he  was  sent  by  the  Governor,  to  the  Stroud 
Road  Hospital,  and  he  was  discharged  cured,  on  January  loth, 
1886.  While  he  was  under  my  care  I received  an  application 
from  a resident  in  the  town,  to  receive  a servant  suffering  with 


9 


Scarlet  Fever,  but  I felt  that  the  risk  of  infection  was  so  great, 
that  I was  compelled  to  decline  to  receive  this  patient. 

There  have  been  two  other  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Hos- 
pital during  the  year,  received  by  order  of  the  Medical  Officei  of 
the  Union,  and  a case  of  Erysipelas  was  sent  in  from  the  Infix  m- 

ary. 

Since  my  last  Report  was  presented,  the  Authority  has  carried 
out  another  important  work,  that  of  fencing  round  the  Hospital 
at  a proper  distance  to  prevent  the  approach  of  persons  who  were 
at  work  on  the  adjacent  ground. 

The  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  has  been  given  duiiiig 
the  year,  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  Cholera,  if  it  reaches 
Gloucester,  and  to  the  provision  of  Hospital  accommodation  for  the 
reception  of  cases  of  that  disease.  Although  it  more  properly  pex  haps 
relates  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Fort,  I may 
mention  here,  that  a Hospital  has  been  constructed,  which  can  be 
put  up  in  a short  time,  and  a site  fox*  it  has  been  selected  neax  the 
bank  of  the  canal.  I trust  that  we  may  not  be  visited  by  this 
disease ; but  should  such  a calamity  befall  us,  the  Authority  has 
done  its  duty  in  preparing  to  check  its  spread  by  the  provision  of 
a Hospital  for  persons  attacked  on  board  vessels  lying  in  the 
Canal,  and  as  regards  the  district  generally,  by  the  efficient  sys- 
tem of  sewers  which  has  been  laid  down,  and  the  good  supply  of 
water,  which  can  now  be  obtained  by  every  owner  of  house  pio- 
perty.  At  the  risk  of  appearing  tedious,  I must  repeat  that 
much  remains  to  be  done  by  such  owners  of  property.  Eveiy 
house  ought  to  have  proper  connection  with  the  sewers,  and  with 
the  water  service,  for  the  reasons  which  I have  already  given.  If 
these  precautions  were  thoroughly  carried  out,  although  Cholera  or 
Enteric  Fever  might  be  imported  into  the  district,  there  would  be 
but  little  if  any  danger  of  either  disease  spreading  amongst  us., 

Lodying  Rouse.  The  registered  Lodging  Houses  have  been 
under  my  supervision,  and  I have  found  them  always  in  a faixdy 
satisfactory  condition.  Under  the  new  Bye  Laws  by  which 
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power  is  given  to  enforce  Sanitary  improvements  in  houses,  which 
although  not  registered  as  common  Lodging  Houses,  are  yet  let  out 
entirely  to  different  families,  I have  visited  all  that  have  come 
under  my  notice,  and  in  one  of  these,  alterations  which  I have 
been  vainly  trying  for  years  to  bring  about,  have  been  satisfactorily 
effected  I consider  this  a most  important  Sanitary  assistance. 

The  Bake  Houses  and  Milk  Shops,  Meat  and  Fish  Markets  have 
been  frequently  inspected  by  myself  and  Mr.  Allen,  the  Inspector. 
The  supply  of  meat  in  the  Market  has  been  good,  and  I have  heard 
but  few  complaints  about  the  quality  in  the  butchers’  shops.  I 
have  had  only  one  case  during  the  year  in  which  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  take  action.  I seized  some  meat  at  a butcher’s,  and  by 
order  of  a Justice  it  was  destroyed.  The  case  was  afterwards 
brought  before  the  Magistrates,  but  in  consequence  of  an  infor- 
mality there  was  no  conviction. 

I must,  as  on  previous  occasions,  express  my  thanks  to  the  City 
Surveyor  (Mr.  Head)  for  valuable  assistance,  both  in  my  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year  and  for  statistics  with  which  he  has  furnished  me, 
by  which  I have  been  enabled  to  draw  up  this  report.  To  Mr. 
Blakeway,  the  Clerk  to  the  Authority,  I must  also  tender  my 
thanks  for  valuable  legal  assistance ] and  lastly  to  the  members  of 
the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  courtesy  with  which  my  sugges- 
tions have  been  received,  at  the  fortnightly  meetings  of  that  body. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  WILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Gloucester  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 
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TABLE  OF  BIRTHS. 

REGISTERED  IN  THE  GLOUCESTER  URBAN  SANITARY 

DISTRICT  IN  1885. 


From  January  1st  to  March 

31st 

MALES. 

..  167  .... 

FEMALES. 

160 

,,  April  1st  to  June 

30th 

. 121  .... 

161 

,,  July  1st  to  Sept. 

30th 

..  185  .... 

..  ..  144 

,,  October  1st  to  Dec. 

31st 

..  159  .... 

134 

632 

599  Total  1231 

TABLE  OF  SICKNESS. 

Amongst  Paupers  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  treated  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Union;  and  of  other  persons  belonging 
to  the  District  treated  as  In  or  Out-Patients,  at  the  Gloucester 
General  Infirmary,  the  Children’s  Hospital,  and  at  the  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases. 


PAUPERS. 

IN-PATIENTS. 

OUT-PATIENTS 

Under 
5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 

5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

Under 
5 years 
of  age. 

Over 

5 years 
of  age. 

All  cases  of  Sickness  & Disease 

202 

1009 

54 

586 

776 

2528 

Small  Pox 

1 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

1 

Measles 

23 

12 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina)  ... 

3 

12 

1 

o 

... 

1 

Croup  ... 

4 

. . * 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

3 

2 

1 

75 

22 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  ... 

• • t 

1 

2 

13 

... 

Other  Fevers  ... 

3 

10 

13 

8 

Diarrhoea 

15 

18 

2 

47 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

9 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

13 

1 

2 

5 

Pyoemia 

. . . 

. . . 

5 

4 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and 

... 

18 

29 

1 

... 

Pleurisy  ... 

60 

134 

7 

66 

25 

61 

Heart  Disease 

17 

1 

11 

... 

11 

Injuries 

Other  Diseases  not  named 

o 

15 

9 

129 

84 

702 

above 

69 

976 

30 

319 

524 

1756 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1885. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Class  1. 

Order  1.— Miasmatic 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Croup  ... 

Measles 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Erysipelas 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Fever 

Acute  Rheumatism  ... 

Gout 

Order  2. — Enthetic. 
Syphilis 

Order  3. — Dietetic 
Alcoholism 
Delirium  Tremens 


Ages  at  Death. 


Sexes. 


Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

80 

60 

and 

under 

80 

Over 

80 

Males 

Fem. 

Total 

22 

33 

6 

1 

7 

1 

27 

43 

70 

2 

1 

... 

• • • 

3 

• . • 

3 

11 

12 

... 

... 

• • • 

9 

14 

23 

2 

10 

> i • 

... 

• • • 

5 

7 

12 

2 

3 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

2 

... 

... 

2 

2 

i 

... 

» • • 

1 

1 

7 

3 

1 

• • • 

4 

7 

11  l 

1 

1 

• • « 

1 

2 

1 

1 

t » • 

1 

3 

4 

3 

... 

... 

♦ • • 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

• • • 

3 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 1 

6 

4 

2 

6 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

• « • 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

Class  2— Constitutional 
Diseases. 


Order  1. — Diathetic 
Anaemia 
Dropsy  ... 

Cancer  ... 

Epithelioma  . . . 
Osteosarcoma  ... 
Sarcoma 
Gangrene 
Lencocythcemia 
Cirrhosis 
Adenitis 


Order  2. — Tubercular 
Tuberculosis  ... 

Tabes  Mesenterica  ... 

Marasmus 

Phthisis 

Tubercular  Meningitis 
Tubercular  Peritonitis 
Struma... 

Hydrocephalus 
Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 


Carried  forward  . . . 


1 

1 

| 

2 

8 

16 

1 

13 

15 

28 

1 

... 

t , t 

1 

i . » 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

... 

4 

11 

15 

1 

2 

... 

o 

1 

3 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

1 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1 

• « • 

1 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

u 

20 

8 

13 

17 

40 

1 

55 

44 

99:! 

3 

, , , 

. . » 

• . • 

• . * 

o 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

> • • 

» < • 

3 

4 

7 

10 

2 

1 

1 

... 

« • # 

4 

10 

14 

1 

3 

13 

36 

1 

• • • 

30 

24 

54 

o 

2 

6 

1 

o 

9 

11 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

' 

49 

41 

20 

21 

55 

19 

... 

100 

105 

205 

13 


TABLE  OP  DEATHS 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1885, 

CONTINUED. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Ages 

at  Death. 

Sexes. 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

under 

80 

Over 

80 

Males 

Fem. 

Total 

Brought  forward  ... 

49 

41 

20 

21 

55 

19 

. . . 

100 

105 

205 

Class  3— Local  Diseases 

Order  1 — Nervous  System 

27 

7 

3 

4 

20 

27 

4 

48 

44 

92 

Convulsions  ... 

25 

6 

2 

, , , 

• . • 

. . • 

• • • 

17 

16 

33 

Apoplexy 

• . • 

1 

5 

13 

3 

12 

10 

22 

Paralysis 

. . . 

, , , 

5 

9 

1 

n 

l 

8 

15 

Epilepsy 

. . . 

. . , 

1 

1 

2 

. . . 

2 

Softening  of  Brain 

. . * 

. . . 

3 

3 

5 

1 

6 

Brain  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Inflammation  of  Brain 

1 

, , , 

1 

* , , 

1 

1 

2 

Tumour  of  Brain 

• • < 

i 

2 

, . , 

1 

2 

3 

Effusion  on  Brain 

» • • 

• i » 

9 

, , , 

2 

2 

Melancholia,  Exhaustion  from 

• • • 

• i • 

1 

• • « 

1 

% * % 

1 

Sclerosis 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Order  2 — Organs  of  Ctr- 

(DURATION  

l 

5 

25 

16 

1 

23 

25 

48 

Rupture  of  Aorta 

. . , 

1 

. . . 

1 

• • * 

1 

Disease  of  Aorta 

• . . 

1 

1 

• « » 

2 

2 

Embolism 

o 

w 

9 

« « # 

1 

3 

4 

Endocarditis 

» • > 

1 

• . < 

• • • 

1 

1 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  Heart 

• « • 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Heart  Disease  ... 

l 

3 

18 

13 

1 

18 

18 

36 

Order  3 — Respiratory 

Organs  

31 

32 

4 

2 

32 

41 

7 

70 

79 

149 

Laryngitis 

• . • 

3 

. . * 

. * . 

1 

. . . 

, . , 

1 

3 

4 

Asthma 

. , , 

• . • 

, , , 

• • • 

o 

. . • 

, , , 

• • i 

9 

2 

Bronchitis 

27 

22 

• • ♦ 

* « • 

7 

34 

5 

42 

53 

95 

Pneumonia 

2 

6 

4 

1 

19 

4 

2 

21 

17 

38 

Pleurisy 

, , # 

... 

1 

2 

• » • 

2 

1 

3 

Congestion  of  Lungs 

2 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

2 

4 

2 

6 

Haemoptysis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Order  4-Digestive  System 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 

12 

14 

14 

28 

Cynanche  Tonsillaris 

1 

• . . 

• . • 

1 

1 

Stricture  of  /Esophagus 

. . . 

1 

1 

• . . 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

1 

* . . 

• • • 

1 

1 

Stricture  of  Pylorus 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

9 

4m! 

1 

< • . 

, , , 

1 

9 

3 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

1 

• . • 

... 

1 

1 

Intus-susception 

1 

. . . 

• . . 

1 

• . • 

1 

Perforation  of  Bowels 

1 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tumour 

1 

• • ♦ 

1 

... 

2 

2 

Icterus 

3 

, . , 

1 

2 

9 

4 

Congestion  of  Liver  ... 

. . . 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

Disease  of  Liver 

9 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

9 

JmJ 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Carried  forward  ... 

112 

81 

29 

34 

139 

115 

12 

255 

267 

522 

14 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

WITHIN  THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1885, 

CONTINUED. 


Ages 

AT  death. 

Sexes. 

1 

5 

15 

25 

60 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

Over 

Males 

Fem. 

Total 

1 

5 

15 

25 

60 

80 

80 

Brought  forward 

112 

81 

29 

34 

139 

115 

12 

255 

267 

522 

Class  3— Local  Diseases 

( continued  j 

Order  5 — Urinary  Organs 

1 

» • • 

1 

1 

17 

7 

16 

11 

27 

Diabetes 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Bright’s  Disease 

10 

5 

8 

7 

15 

Disease  of  Kidney 

. , , 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Albuminuria  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cystitis 

. . » 

1 

1 

1 

Prostatic  Disease 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Stricture  of  Urethra 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Order  6— Connected  with 

Parturition 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Parturition 

1 

1 

1 

Eclampsia 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Peritonitis 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Mania 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Order  7 — Peculiar  to 

Women  ... 

• • • 

, t . 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Ovarian  Disease 

3 

3 

3 

Amenorrhea  ... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Order  8— Organs  of  Loco- 

MOTION  

1 

2 

3 

3 

Disease  of  Bone 

1 

1 

1 

Cellulitis 

1 

1 

1 

Abscess  of  Thigh 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

Order  9— Skin  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Ncevus,  Ligature  of  ... 

1 

* . . 

. . • 

. * . 

• • • 

1 

1 

Class  4— Developmental 

Diseases 

Order  1 — Diseases  of 

Children 

50 

2 

27 

25 

52 

Premature  Birth 

19 

12 

7 

19 

Debility  from  Birth  ... 

22 

... 

10 

12 

22 

Teething 

9 

9 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

6 

11 

Order  2 — Diseases  of 

Nutrition  

5 

1 

1 

5 

2 

7 

Atrophy 

5 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

2 

7 

Order  3 — Disease  of  Aged 

2 

24 

29 

15 

40 

55 

Old  Age 

% * % 

... 

1 

21 

29 

15 

39 

54 

Senile  Dementia 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Carried  forward  ... 

170 

84 

32 

37 

165 

146 

41 

CO 

to 

1— ' 

354 

675 

15 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


WITHIN  THE  UBBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  GLOUCESTER  IN  1885, 

CONTINUED. 


Ages 

at  Death. 

Sexes. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

under 

80 

Over 

80 

Males 

Fein. 

Total 

Brought  forward  ... 

170 

84 

32 

37 

165 

146 

41 

321 

354 

675 

Glass  5— Violent  Deaths 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

11 

6 

17 

Burns  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Drowned 

• . » 

« • » 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

... 

4 

4 

Accident 

• • • 

3 

, . , 

2 

4 

1 

7 

3 

10 

Suffocated 

1 

. . . 

... 

... 

.... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Not  Classified 

“ Natural  Causes  ” not  speci- 
fied or  ill  defined. 

3 

1 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

4 

7 

Total 

174 

89 

33 

39 

172 

150 

42 

335 

364 

699 

16 


TABLE  OF  INQUESTS. 

HELD  IN  THE 

CITY  CF  GLOUCESTER  DURING  THE  YEAR  1835. 


( I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Sydney -Turner,  the  late,  and  Mr.  H. 
Moreton-Yorh,  the  present  Coroner,  for  the  particulars 
contained  in  this  list). 


Date. 

Age. 

A^erdict. 

January  3 

W.  C.  L. 

57  years 

Natural  causes 

,,  16 

W.  E. 

3 „ 

Accidental  death 

„ 17 

E.  F. 

71  „ 

Ditto 

„ 30 

T.  H. 

77  „ 

Natural  causes 

February  27 

E.  S. 

74  „ 

Accidental  death 

March  18 

S.  A.  L. 

19  months 

Natural  causes 

April  7 

W.  Y. 

5 years 

Accidental  death 

„ 10 

M.  D. 

55  ,, 

Ditto 

,,  24 

F.  B. 

2 „ 

Ditto 

May  6 

W.  B. 

60  „ 

Natural  causes 

,,  20 

J.  D. 

55  ,, 

Found  drowned 

June  4 

G.  A. 

9 „ 

Accidentally  drowned 

„ 16 

J.  F.  L. 

25  „ 

Ditto 

July  30 

A.  M.  W. 

21  „ 

Tumour  on  brain  causing 
Apoplexy 

August  17 

A.  H. 

12  „ 

Natural  causes 

,,  29 

M.  D. 

Unknown 

Ditto 

September2 

W.  D. 

45  years 

Ditto 

,,  16 

T.  AY. 

82  „ 

Accidental  death 

19 

S.  S. 

54  „ 

Ditto 

„ 22 

A.  F. 

30  „ 

Natural  causes 

Oct.  10 

AV.  J.  c. 

2 „ 

Accidentally  killed 

19 

S.  M.  T. 

19  „ 

Brain  disease 

,,  21 

J.  B. 

70  „ 

Accidental  death 

„ 22 

D’L.  R.  A.  ... 

47  „ 

Heart  disease 

„ 23 

J.  C. 

29  „ 

Ditto 

„ 29 

W.  H. 

26  „ 

Found  drowned 

„ 31 

J.  W. 

30  „ 

Heart  disease 

Nov.  28 

T.  O. 

7 ,, 

Found  dead  in  the  Severn 

Dec.  10 

P.  C. 

55  ,, 

Drowned 

,,  16 

J.  F. 

43  „ 

Suicide 

„ 26 

L.  T. 

46  „ 

Accidentally  burnt 

„ 26 

G.  F. 

55  ,, 

Heart  disease 

„ 2S 

— 

Infant 

Accidentally  suffocated  (over 
lain) 

oq 

M.  A.  G. 

56  years 

Heart  disease 

PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
of  Gloucester,  I have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  on  the  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Port  in  the  year  1885. 

I have  frequently  during  that  period  visited  vessels  lying  in 
the  Docks,  both  at  Gloucester  and  Sharpness,  and  I have  had  no 
cases  under  my  care  of  infectious  diseases,  as  none  have  appeared 
even  of  a suspicious  character.  In  April  last,  I had  a notification 
sent  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Falmouth,  that  a 
case  of  Small  Pox  had  occurred  on  board  the  steam  ship  “ City 
of  Truro  bound  for  Gloucester.  The  patient  was  removed  to  a 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Falmouth,  and  the  vessel  after 
disinfection  proceeded  on  her  voyage.  I informed  Capt.  Calway 
of  her  expected  arrrival  at  Sharpness,  and  on  receiving  notifica- 
tion from  him  that  she  was  in  the  Dock,  I visited  her,  and  examined 
the  crew  and  found  that  there  was  no  sickness  on  board.  There 
was  also  a death  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  a vessel  at 
Sharpness  The  sailor  was  seen  by  a medical  man,  who  certified 
that  the  illness  from  which  he  had  suffered,  was  consumption. 

The  attention  of  the  Authority  has  been  occupied  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  in  endeavouring  to  provide  Hospital  accommo- 
dation, for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  occurring  on  board  vessels 
in  the  Port.  Dr.  Blaxall,  one  of  the  Inspectors  under  the  Local 
Government  Board,  visited  Sharpness  with  me  during  the  year 
1884.  We  were  unable  to  find  an  appropriate  site  which  could  be 
obtained  for  the  erection  of  such  a Hospital  at  Sharpness.  The  fol- 
lowing day  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Mayor  and  some  other 
members  of  the  Authority,  and  Dr.  Blaxall  then  expressed  his 
views,  that  all  such  cases  ought  to  be  conveyed  by  boat  up  the  Canal 
to  Hempstead  Bridge,  and  there  to  be  met  by  the  Ambulance  and 
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taken  to  the  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases  in  the  Stroud  Road, 
Gloucester.  As  no  case  of  infectious  disease  has  appeared  in  the 
Port  since  his  visit,  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  such  removal. 

The  Authority  has  been  anxious  to  provide  Hospital  accom- 
modation at  Sharpness  for  cases  of  Cholera,  if  any  such  appear 
within  the  district.  The  suddenness  and  severity  of  attacks  of 
this  disease  necessitate  prompt  action,  and  prevent  the  possibility 
of  removal  to  any  distance,  of  patients  suffering  with  it.  The 
Canal  Company  has  provided  a site  at  Sharpness,  close  to  the  Hocks, 
on  which  a Hospital  has  been  erected,  which  is  now  ready  for  the 
reception  and  treatment  of  any  case  of  Cholera.  At  Gloucester, 
near  Llanthony  Bridge,  a site  has  been  found  for  another  Hospital, 
which  will  shortly  be  erected  for  Cholera  cases,  should  they  ap- 
pear at  this  end  of  the  Port.  I trust  that  we  may  be  spared  a 
visitation  of  this  disease,  but  if  it  appears,  the  Authority  has  made 
the  necessary  preparations  for  treating  cases. 

There  have  been  treated  at  the  General  Infirmary  during  the 
year,  17  sailors  from  vessels  in  the  Port — five  of  these  were  cases 
of  accident,  three  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  the 
remainder  of  various  slighter  ailments.  All  the  patients  recovered. 

Their  nationalities  were — 

2 English. 

5 German. 

5 Norwegian. 

3 Sweden. 

1 American. 

1 Italian. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  WILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority . 


